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JANUARY 29

ST FRANCIS OF SALES, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR

(1566-1622)

[For Life of this Saint see Butler's Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs,
and other Saints, vol. i.]

JANUARY jo
ST HYACINTHA MARISCOTTI
(1585-1640)
THE life of this great servant of God illustrates yet again the triumph of
grace over Nature. She was born at Vignanello, near Viterbo, her parents
being Mark Anthony Mariscotti and Ottavia Orsini, both of the noble
rank which ever since the days of the Optimates of ancient Rome, has had
such a social value in Italy. Very devout as a child, Hyacintha acquired
as she grew older, habits of worldliness which, though they happily never
developed into anything worse, prevented for many years the attainment
of that high sanctity which ultimately added her name to the Saints of the
Church. Disappointment at not being able to marry the object of her
affection, the Marquis Cassizuechi, is said to have directed her thoughts
to the cloister, and about the age of twenty she entered the Convent of
St Bernardine of Sienna at Viterbo, where as a child she had been educated.
As chagrin and not piety was the motive of her choice, she availed herself
to the utmost of the privileges then apparently allowed by the somewhat
elastic rule of the house. Her cell was furnished with considerable
sumptuousness, she paid and received visits of ceremony, and had her own
kitchen and attendants. Her habit, too, was made of finer materials than
that of the other nuns, who seem to have followed in their mode of life the
easy-going medley of piety and social amenities which marked so many
of the communities of Canonesses at that time, and indeed for long after.
After ten years of thus trying to make the best of both worlds, Sister
Hyacintha came to recognize that her mode of life ought to be in keeping
with her religious profession. She in consequence cast away her fine
apparel, put on a mean habit, and discarded the costly furniture of her cell.
She publicly begged pardon of the community for the disedification she
might have caused/and henceforth consistently practised a variety of severe
bodily austerities. When the plague visited Viterbo, she not only devoted
herself day and night to the care of the sick, but was instrumental in
establishing two Confraternities, called the Oblates of Mary (Saccont) for